The problem of identifying guinea-pigs under treatment is a simple one if only a few animals are in use; the popular method of recording their colors may be adequate; or, separate cages or pens may be provided for each animal. But in laboratories where ten or more animals are inoculated every day a more highly systematized method is required.
Celluloid or aluminum ear tags are both convenient and satisfactory for a small number of animals; they are not easily lost unless two or more full grown male pigs are kept in the same pen. The ear tag method, however, has the disadvantage of consuming considerable time. Furthermore it involves an extra item of stock to look after; if the tags happen to be all used, there may be some difficulty and annoyance in finding a substitute.
Another method in common use is a pictorial description of the animal. On the record sheet is printed the outline of a guineapig with the regions of the body indicated. The colors are then noted on the diagram according to their regional distribution. In some laboratories, a rubber stamp is used as the basis for the pictorial description, an arrangement which may be desirable when the same record sheet is to be used for other animals. Many laboratory workers merely draw an elongated oval with little marks at one end to represent eyes and ears and record on this simple diagram the color distribution. All these pictorial methods are reliable, but so much space is required for the esquisse that the record of a large amount of work becomes extremely bulky.
The most valuable method for practical purposes would seem to be one whereby (1) It will be noted that the entire description of the animal is recorded without raising the pen or pencil from the paper.
Since this system is based upon abbreviations, the question may be asked, why not go still further and use shorthand characters? It is true that shorthand once learned would consume less time, but it would require considerable training for a new assistant to become sufficiently familiar with shorthand characters to write them rapidly and accurately. In the author's experience, on the other hand, it has not required more than two or three fifteen-minute periods to instruct any new assistant in the satisfactory use of the above method.
